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The Considerate Creditor

Shaqiq bin Ibrahim al-Balkhi (RA) relates that he once accompanied Imam Abl Hanifah (RA) to visit a sick
person. Along the way, a man saw Imam Abd Hanifah (RA) approaching and immediately changed his route
to avoid him. Imam Abd Hanifah (RA) called out to him: “Do not change your path. Continue walking as you
were.”

When the man realised that he had been noticed, he stopped out of embarrassment. Imam AbG Hanifah (RA)
asked him why he had tried to avoid him. The man replied: “I owe you ten thousand dirhams, and | am
unable to repay the debt. When | saw you coming, | felt ashamed.”

Imam Abl Hanifah (RA) responded: “Subhanallah! Has the matter reached such a point that you feel the need
to hide from me?” He then forgave the entire debt and declared himself a witness to its cancellation. He
further said: “Do not avoid me in future,” and even asked the man to forgive him for any distress he may have
felt upon seeing his creditor.

Shaqiq (RA) remarked that after witnessing this incident, he realised that Imam AbG Hanifah (RA) was truly a
great ascetic and saint. This story highlights the importance of kindness and leniency in financial dealings.
Although Imam Abu Hanifah (RA) possessed considerable wealth, he was not attached to it and readily used
it to assist others. At the same time, the debtor felt genuine shame for being unable to fulfil his obligation,
unlike the attitude sometimes seen today where debts are treated lightly. Above all, Imam Abd Hanifah (RA)

was so concerned about the feelings of others that he even apologised for any discomfort his debtor may

have experienced.

Reference: Rays of Radiance (Vol. 1, Pages 10-12)

100 Sunnats of our beloved Nabi (21-25)
21 22 25 24 25

One should not Do not blow on the Eat from the side If a morsel of food falls Whilst eating, one
eat very hot food. ¢ that is in front of down, pick it up, clean should not remain
you. it and eat it. completely silent.

Reference: 100 Sunnats of our beloved Nabi, Jamiatul Ulama (KZN)
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Quraysh of Makkah consult Jewish scholars

When the Quraysh found themselves unable to refute the message of Rasdlullah %ﬁj they decided to consult the
Jewish scholars of Madinah, who were known for their knowledge of the previous prophets and scriptures. They sent
Nadr bin al-Harith and ‘Ugbah bin Abi Mu‘it to seek their advice regarding Muhammad ::i‘ﬂ“‘i
After hearing about his claim to prophethood, the Jewish scholars proposed three questions. They instructed the
Quraysh to ask him about the People of the Cave, who had taken refuge in a cave many years earlier; about the man
who travelled extensively across the earth from east to west, namely Dhul-Qarnayn; and about the reality of the soul.
They further explained that if he correctly answered the first two questions and did not claim detailed knowledge of
the third, it would be a sign of genuine prophethood.
The two representatives returned to Makkah delighted, believing they now possessed questions that would expose
Rasdlullah %&Z When they presented the questions to him, he replied that he would answer them the following day.
However, in keeping with his human nature, he did not say “In sha’ Allah” (if Allah wills).

For a period of time, revelation did not come. Thereafter, Allah J\lﬂa revealed verses of Sirah al-Kahf containing the
stories of the People of the Cave and Dhul-Qarnayn. Regarding the soul, Allah "J\L,LJB revealed:

“And they ask you concerning the soul. Say: The soul is from the command of my Lord, and you have been given only a

little knowledge.” (SGrah al-Isra’ 17:85)

In other words, the true reality of the soul is known only to Allah J\Jﬂa Human beings know its effects, such as life
and death, but are unable to fully comprehend its nature. As a lesson connected to this incident, Allah J\Jﬂa also
revealed:

“And never say of anything: ‘Indeed, | will do that tomorrow,” except by saying: ‘If Allah wills.”” (SGrah al-Kahf 18:23-24)
These verses remind believers that all future plans are dependent upon the will of Allah Jﬂa A Muslim should
therefore always say “In sha’ Allah” when speaking about future intentions. lbn ‘Abbas (RA) would even say that if a
person forgets to say it initially and remembers much later, he should still say “In sha’ Allah” as a means of making
amends for his forgetfulness. This incident teaches us to place our trust in Allah JJBB, acknowledge our dependence

upon Him in all matters, and remember that success can only come through His will and permission.

Reference: Muhammad Idris Kandhlawi, Seeratul Mustafa (Page: 71-72)
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Did you know that Madinah was originally known as Yathrib? After the migration of Rastlullah &_’—f’% the
name Yathrib was discouraged, as it is associated with tathrib, meaning reproach or blame. Rasulullah %@
referred to the city as al-Madinah, Taybah, and Tabah. The Quran also refers to it as al-Madinah (al-
Tawbah, 9:101; al-Munafiqun, 63:8) and al-Dar (The Home) (al-Hashr, 59:9). Although the name Yathrib

appears in the Quran (al-Ahzab, 33:13), it occurs in the words of the hypocrites and those whose hearts

were diseased. Thus, Madinah came to be known by these beautiful and blessed names.
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